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The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
(Please turn off your wifi) 

The Preservice Music/Call to Worship 
 

The Welcome 

 

(Please wear your masks when singing) 

The Opening Hymn: 913 “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with 
a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
P   Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions 

unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess 

unto You all my sins and iniquities 
with which I have ever offended You 

and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily 

sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings 
and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 
me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of 

my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Gloria Patri LSB 186 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Prayer of the Day  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we 

cannot stand before You relying on 

anything we have done, help us trust in 
Your abiding grace and live according to 

Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  
C Amen. 
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T The Scripture Lessons T 
 

The Old Testament: Isaiah 55:6-9 
 

 “Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
call upon him while he is near; 

let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may have 
compassion on him, 

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, declares the 
LORD. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
The Epistle: Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 

 
 I want you to know, brothers, that what has 

happened to me has really served to advance the 
gospel, so that it has become known throughout the 

whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 
imprisonment is for Christ. And most of the brothers, 

having become confident in the Lord by my 

imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the 
word without fear. . . . 

 for I know that through your prayers and the help of 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 

deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope 
that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full 

courage now as always Christ will be honored in my 
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body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the 

flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I 
shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed 

between the two. My desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the 

flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced 
of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 

you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that 
in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ 

Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel 

of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am 
absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm 

in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for 

the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in 
anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to 

them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and 
that from God. For it has been granted to you that 

for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in 
him but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same 

conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still 
have. 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 20:1-16 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 [Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After 
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he 

sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the 
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third hour he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You go into the 

vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 
So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour 

and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the 
eleventh hour he went out and found others 

standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand 
here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one 

has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 
vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of 

the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers 
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, 

up to the first.’ And when those hired about the 
eleventh hour came, each of them received a 

denarius. Now when those hired first came, they 

thought they would receive more, but each of them 
also received a denarius. And on receiving it they 

grumbled at the master of the house, saying, ‘These 
last worked only one hour, and you have made them 

equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 
and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of 

them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not 
agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to 

you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I 
give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose 

with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first 

last.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

The Nicene Creed 
 

C   I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 
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     and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 

     down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
     Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary  

     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

     Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to 
     the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge 

     both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 
     worshiped and glorified, 

            who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and 

            apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

            Baptism for the remission of sins, 
            and I look for the resurrection of the 

            dead and the life T of the world to come. 
            Amen. 
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The Sermon Hymn: LSB 518 (verses 1, 25, 3)  
“By All Your Saints in Warfare” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Sermon 

 
The General Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
A Hymn: LSB 712, “See Ye First”  

 
Verse 1 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness 

And all these things 

Shall be added unto you 
Allelu alleluia 
 

Verse 2 
Man shall not live by bread alone 

But by ev'ry word 
That proceeds 

From the mouth of God 
Allelu alleluia 
 

Verse 3 
Ask and it shall be given unto you 

Seek and ye shall find 
Knock and the door 

Shall be opened unto you 

Allelu alleluia 
 

CCLI Song # 1352 Karen Lafferty © 1972 CCCM Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, 

Inc.) Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, 

Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 20021974 

 
Announcements and 

Benediction for Online Worshippers 
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T The Service of Holy Communion T 
 

A Communion Hymn: LSB 570, “Just As I Am, 
without One Plea”  

 

 

 

 
 

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 
The Words of Institution  

 
The Distribution 
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The Nunc Dimittis     LSB 199 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
The Thanksgiving     LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is 
good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
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A Post-Communion Prayer  
 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that 

You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of 

Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation and Blessing   LSB 201-202 

 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
The Benediction    LSB 202 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you 

and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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The Closing Hymn: LSB 920 “Forth In the Peace of 

Christ We Go”  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1969, 1987 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002553 

Tune: Public domain 
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COMMUNION 

        What do I do? 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. James Lutheran Church in 

the confession and glad confidence that, as Jesus says, our Lord 

gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our relationship with Him and one another. 
 

Our Lord invites to His table those who: 

• trust His words,  

• repent of all sin,  

• and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He 

forgives and loves us.  

 Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood 

unworthily do so to their spiritual harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed in this 

church, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, unrepentant of 

sin, or who hold a confession differing from that of this 

congregation, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked 

first to speak with the pastor or deacon. 
 

If you are unsure about receiving Holy Communion but desire to 

receive a blessing, we invite you to come forward at the time of 

Holy Communion to receive a blessing from Pastor Schaeffer.  We 

ask that you cross your arms over your chest so that he knows you 

are not partaking of Holy Communion but desirous of a blessing. 

 

NOTE:   For those whose diets restrict the intake of gluten or 

alcohol, gluten free wafers are available as well as non-

alcoholic wine.  As Pastor Schaeffer is distributing the 

wafer, let him know you prefer a gluten free wafer. For 

those who require non-alcoholic wine, please take the 

purple foil individual cup as the deacon passes by you with 

the individual cup tray.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Events of the Week:  September 20 - 27, 2020 
  

TODAY:  9:30 a.m. Communion Worship service at 
St. James and on Facebook Live  

11:00 a.m. Bible study on Facebook  
Monday:   10:00 a.m.  Registration for September 27 

Worship begins 
 6:30 p.m.  Monday Evening Worship Service 

with Holy Communion 

Wednesday:  10:00 a.m.   Bible Study with Darrell 
  12 Noon Devotion w/ Pastor Schaeffer on 

                   Facebook Live 
Friday:     12:00 Noon Registration closes for phone-in 

Worship registration. 

Saturday 6:00 p.m.  Registration for Worship is closed 
Sunday:  9:30 a.m.  Worship at St. James (for 

registered members) and on Facebook Live  
11:00 a.m. Bible Study on Facebook Live 
 

 
 
 

Note:   Pastor and 
Sandra return from 

vacation on Tuesday, 
September 22nd.   
 

 
 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact 
one of our Deacons. 
 Craig Popma  616-531-6481 

 Paul Bragenzer  231-758-0633 
 Bryan Ensing  616-589-6925 

 Jerry Talen  616-826-7342 
 Paul Tomasunas  616-260-9864 
 John Weiss  616-773-0805 
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Welcome back and Thank You 

PASTOR BLAIN for presiding over our 
worship service this morning.  We 

appreciate your service to us and to our 
Lord and Savior during your 
“retirement”.   God’s blessings to you 

and Linda! 
 

 
Today’s Deacons: Bryan Ensing and Craig Popma 
 

September Altar Guild:  Melissa Ensing and Marjie 

Weiss 
October Altar Guild:   Sherry & Jennifer Schmidt 

November Altar Guild is still available  
 

FINANCIAL DISCIPLESHIP (September 13, 2020) 
 

                   Offering      

General Fund               $1,660.00 
Roof Repair Fund                                   75.00 

Plate Collection                                 2,610.00                             
                  Total   $4,345.00 
 

FINANCIAL DISCIPLESHIP (September 6, 2020) 
 

                   Offering      
General Fund                $5,886.00 
Future Building Expansion                       50.00 

Roof Repair Fund                                    75.00 
Plate Collection                                     768.00 

ISJ Tuition Relief                                   100.00 
Tessaro Ministry Nigeria                          25.00 
                   Total    $6,904.00 

 
Life Quote for Sunday, September 20: “The Adoption 

Creed: ‘Not flesh of my flesh, nor bone of my bone, but still 
miraculously my own; never forget for a single minute, you 
didn’t grow under my heart, but in it.’”  
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Please put your pew kneeler down 

when you are finished with 
worship.   Thank you. 

 
 

    Trunks of Treats is around the corner.  YES, 
Trunks of Treats!  On Saturday, October 31st, 

from 2:30-4, St. James will be welcoming our 
neighborhood friends to the 2020 revised edition of 

this outreach.  We want to assure our neighbors that 
St. James Lutheran Church is still open, active and 

here for them. Details will be 
outlined in the October Newsletter, 

but please mark your calendar 

now!! Thank YOU! 
 

 
It is important to register every week. 

 
1. Go to bit.ly/stjamesgr 

2. Click on the worship service you wish to 
attend. Worship Service – September 27, 

9:30 am 
3. Click on the green “register” box. 

4. Put in the number attending. 
5. Click on the orange “register” box. 

 
Enter your first name and ALL the first names of 

those attending with you in the “first name” box. 

Enter only one last name, e-mail address and 
confirm e-mail address. 

 
6. Click on the orange “register” box. 

7. Your ticket(s) will arrive in your e-mail inbox 
confirming your sign-up. 

https://d.docs.live.net/e3137363dfaba8fd/Services/bit.ly/stjamesgr
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Meijer “Simply Give” Campaign 

Meijer Corporation has launched another “Simply 

Give” program at its grocery stores to help 

alleviate hunger in West Michigan! 

 

North End Community Ministry has been named 

as a recipient of this program from the 

PLAINFIELD MEIJER (3757 Plainfield 

NE).   Simply go to the checkout register and ask 

to purchase a $10 Simply Give gift card.  A bar 

code is scanned and the amount is added to your 

bill.  You will not receive a card.  Meijer keeps a 

tally of “cards” sold and will distribute one check 

to NECM.   

 

This program runs through 

Saturday, October 24th. 

 

Thank you for helping us to make this campaign a 

greater success. I am grateful for your continued 

faithful support on behalf of those we serve 

through NECM and keeping our food pantries well 

stocked! 

 

Laura L. Castle   

Executive Director 

North End Community Ministry 

 

Questions?  Contact Social Ministry chair, Melissa 

Ensing at 447-8305.    


