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Good Friday   

Love from the Passion of Christ 

 

The Hymn of Invocation: LSB 430, “My Song Is 
Love Unknown”  

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 
A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 
    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 
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6 In life no house, no home 
    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 
    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 
    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 
Wherein He lay. 

 
7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 
This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 
Could gladly spend! 

Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002553 
Text: Public domain 

 
The Opening Litany on Love 

 

P: I have loved you with an everlasting love;  
    therefore, I have continued my faithfulness to 

    you. 
C: This is what love is: it is not that we have 

     loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
    Son to be the means by which our sins are 

    forgiven. 
P: You shall love the Lord your God with all your  

    heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
    mind. 

C: This is what love is: it is not that we have 
     loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 

    Son to be the means by which our sins are 
    forgiven. 

P: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
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C: This is what love is: it is not that we have 
     loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 

     Son to be the means by which our sins are 
     forgiven. 

P: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate 
    you; bless those who curse you; pray for those 

    who abuse you. 
C: This is what love is: it is not that we have 

    loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
    Son to be the means by which our sins are 

    forgiven. 
P: And this is the judgment, that the light has come  

    into the world, and men loved the darkness rather  
    than light, because their deeds were evil. 

C: This is what love is: it is not that we have 

    loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
    Son to be the means by which our sins are 

    forgiven. 
P: But God shows His love for us in that while we 

    were, yet sinners Christ died for us. 
C: This is what love is: it is not that we have 

     loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
     Son to be the means by which our sins are 

     forgiven. 
P: Greater love has no man than this, that [he] lay  

    down his life for his friends. 
C: This is what love is: it is not that we have 

     loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
     Son to be the means by which our sins are 

     forgiven. 

ALL: For God so loved the world that He gave 
     His only-begotten Son, that whoever  

     believes in Him will not perish, but have 
     everlasting life. 
(Jer. 31:3b; 1 John 4:10 (TEV); Matt. 22:37, 39b; Luke 6:27b-

28; John 3:19; Rom. 5:8; John 15:13; John 3:16)  
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The Epistle: Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 
  

 Since then we have a great high priest who 

has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not 

have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 

been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then 
with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. . . . 

 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up 
prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 

to him who was able to save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverence. Although he 

was a son, he learned obedience through what he 

suffered. And being made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation to all who obey him. 

P    This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
A Hymn: LSB 449, “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 
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Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002553 

Tune: Public domain 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 19:17-30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

nineteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 [Jesus] went out, bearing his own cross, to 
the place called the place of a skull, which in Aramaic 

is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with 
him two others, one on either side, and Jesus 

between them. Pilate also wrote an inscription and 
put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 

King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this 
inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified 

was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in 
Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews 

said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ 
but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 

Pilate answered, “What I have written I have 
written.” 

 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they 

took his garments and divided them into four parts, 
one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic 

was seamless, woven in one piece from top to 
bottom, so they said to one another, “Let us not tear 

it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This 
was to fulfill the Scripture which says, 

“They divided my garments among them, 
 and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
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So the soldiers did these things, but standing 
by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his 

mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the 

disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to 
his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he 

said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from 
that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now 
finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar 

full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge 
full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it 

to his mouth. When Jesus had received the sour 
wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head 

and gave up his spirit. 

 
P    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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The Sermon Hymn: LSB 700, “Love Divine, All 
Loves Excelling”  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

The Sermon: Mark 15:33-39  
“The Fruit of the Spirit is Love” 
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The Offering  
 

A Hymn: LSB 451, “Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted” 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

The Good Friday Responsive Reading on Love 

 
P: If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, 

    but have not love: 
C: I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

P: And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
    mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
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    faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not 
    love: 

C: I am nothing. 
P: IF I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body 

    to be burned, but have not love:  
C: I gain nothing. 

P: Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or  
    boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. 

C: Love does not insist on its own way; it is not 
    irritable or resentful. 

P: It does not rejoice at wrong but rejoices in the 
    right. 

C: Love bears all things, believes all things, 
    hopes all things, endures all things. 

P: Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass 

    away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
    knowledge, it will pass away. 

C: For our knowledge is imperfect and our 
    prophecy is imperfect; but when the perfect 

    comes, the imperfect will pass away.  
P: When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought 

    like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I 
    became a man, I gave up childish ways. 

C: For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 
    face to face. 

P: Now I know in part; then I shall understand fully, 
C: Even as I have been fully understood. 

P: So faith, hope, love bide, these three; 
C: But the greatest of these is love. 

P: Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of 

    God. 
C: And he who loves is born of God and knows 

    God. 
P: He who does not love does not know God; 

C: For God is love. 
P: In this is love, not that we loved God but that He 

    loved us and sent His Son 
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C:  To save us from our sins. 
ALL: For God so loved the world that He gave 

    His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes  
    in Him will not perish, but have everlasting 

    life. 
(1 Cor. 13; 1 John 4:7-10; John 3:16) 

 

A Good Friday Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer (All) 

 
A Closing Statement 

 
P: We adore you, O Christ, and we love You. 

C: By Your holy cross You have redeemed the  
    world. 

 
Closing Hymn: “The Power of the Cross” (Getty) 

 
Verse 1 

Oh to see the dawn of the darkest day 
Christ on the road to Calvary 

Tried by sinful men torn and beaten then 
Nailed to a cross of wood 

 

Chorus 1 
This the pow'r of the cross 

Christ became sin for us 
Took the blame bore the wrath 

We stand forgiven at the cross 
 

Verse 2 
Oh to see the pain written on Your face 

Bearing the awesome weight of sin 
Ev'ry bitter thought ev'ry evil deed 

Crowning Your bloodstained brow 
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Verse 3 
Now the daylight flees now the ground beneath 

Quakes as its Maker bows His head 
Curtain torn in two dead are raised to life 

Finished the vict'ry cry 
 

Verse 4 
Oh to see my name written in the wounds 

For through Your suff'ring I am free 
Death is crushed to death life is mine to live 

Won through Your selfless love 
 

Chorus 2 
This the pow'r of the cross 

Son of God slain for us 

What a love what a cost 
We stand forgiven at the cross 
 
CCLI Song # 4490766 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol 

CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 20021974 

 

 

 

The Service ends in silence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please join us for worship on Easter Sunday at 
9:30 a.m.  The service will be on Facebook Live 

and will be posted to the St. James’ website 
following the service. 

http://www.ccli.com/

